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Top Questions 

What is Ventingpipe?  

 

Venting pipe is required for any appliance that produces hot exhaust (fumes.) 

These fumes are sometimes poisonous, or sometimes just extremely hot (Some up to 2100°.) 

Venting pipe is designed to carry this exhaust safely throughout your home, to the exterior of 

the house.  

A few key points about venting pipe are: 

Pipe is stove-specific: 

When the manufacturer created your stove, they designed a very specific physical connection 

where the pipe attaches. Because not every brand of pipe has the same specifications, you can 

only normally select from one to three brands. 

Pipe is size-specific: 

The pipe size is very important to take into consideration when planning your system. Selecting 

the incorrect size cannot only cause incompatibility issues; it might even harm your system.  

Restricting the diameter may create poor or restricted flow. When this happens, you get very 
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Selecting a Brand 

� Why Brand Matters  
� Matching Existing Pipe  
� Warranties  

Notes on Safety 

� Maintain Clearances  
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� Check Local Code  

Selecting the Components 

� Simpson Duravent 
Documents  

� Metal-Fab Inc. Documents  
� Selkirk Metalbestos 

Documents  
� Vertical 

� Taking Measurements  
� Stove Clearance  
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ceiling  
� How to deal with High-

Wind  
� Important Roof 

Clearance  
� Horizontal 

� Taking Measurements  
� Stove Clearance  
� Getting through the wall  
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Obstructions  
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poor draft and will have a hard time keeping your fire lit. 

If your diameter is too large, the exhaust may cool too quickly; this can require abnormal 

amount of system maintenance. 

 

Return to Menu  

Does brand matter? 

Warranty: Some manufacturers can provide a more comprehensive warranty, if you 
are able to choose from multiple brands, this is an important factor. 

 

Quality: Different manufacturers use different grades of steel in their fabrication, this can have 

a minor impact on quality that can make a big difference in the total life of your product.  

Pipe is stove-specific: 

When the manufacturer created your stove, they designed a very specific physical connection 

where the pipe attaches. Because not every brand of pipe has the same specifications, you can 

only normally select from one to three brands. 

What happens if I use the cheapest brand, even if it says I can’t? 

We cannot stress enough how important code compliance and safety is to your installation. 

Failure to follow local code regulations or safety code specified within the manufacturers 

documentation could cause any insurance claim to be denied due to improper installation. 
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What are the differences between all the 
different types? 

Different types are manufactured to different material specifications to handle the different 

temperature ranges produced by all the appliances. The type is heavily affected by the fuel that 

is actually used. For example a natural gas produces a temperature normally below 500°, while 

a block of wood, oil, or coal burns at nearly 2100°! 

Below is a small example of the appliance used, and what type is required. As you can see, 

there are certain types that are not only engineered for a certain fuel type, but also for a specific 

application. 

Type Tempurature Range Pipe Required
Gas Insert/Fireplace 200-350°F Type B Gas Vent
Wood Pellet Stove/Insert 600-1000°F Type L Pellet Vent
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Applications 

*Please keep in mind that the temperature ratings listed here is a general range, 

certain brands of stoves may have slightly lower or higher ratings. Please consult your 

manual before selecting a type to ensure no unique items are required. 

An Important Note on Clearance: Due to the different temperature ranges, each type 

has a different minimum distance from combustible materials (clearance). Lack of 

compliance to this distance is a severe safety hazard, and could cause a fire. 
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What is the difference between double and 
single wall? 

Single Wall: 

 
Construction: Single-Walled pipe is made of very light-gauge steel. There is no insulation (either 

mineral/fiber or air barrier) present. 

Clearance: Requires 18” clearance from combustible material. 

Warranty: Most single-wall comes with only a 5 year warranty. Because of its very light 

construction and the type of steel used, the caustic exhaust produced by your appliance quickly 

Corn Pellet Stove/Insert 750-1200°F Corn Pellet Vent
Oil Furnace 1500-2100°F Class A
Wood Stove/Fireplace 1500-2100°F Class A
Tankless Water Heater 200-350°F AL29-4C
Standard Water Heater 200-300°F Type B Gas Vent

Gas Insert/Fireplace 200-350°F Type B Gas Vent

Wood Pellet Stove/Insert 600-1000°F Type L Pellet Vent

Corn Pellet Stove/Insert 750-1200°F Corn Pellet Vent

Oil Furnace 1500-2100°F Class A

Wood Stove/Fireplace 1500-2100°F Class A

Tankless Water Heater 200-350°F AL29-4C

Standard Water Heater 200-300°F Type B Gas Vent

Pizza Oven 1500-2100°F Class A

Masonry Chimney (Wood Fuel) 1500-2100°F Stainless Flex Liner

Masonry Chimney (Gas Fuel) 200-350° Aluminum Flex Liner
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eats away the steel, rendering the pipe useless very quickly in comparison to its better 

counterpart (Double-Wall) 

Why Single-Wall?: Single-wall pipe radiates a great amount of heat. This helps rooms come up 

to temperature much more quickly if the appliance is not equipped with a blower to assist the 

distribution of heat. 

 

Double Wall: 

 
Construction: Double-walled pipe has a second barrier of air insulation. Combined with a 

heavier gauge of steel this cuts down the clearance to combustible materials by about 12”. 

Clearance: Requires 6” Clearance to the wall, and 8” to the ceiling. 

Warranty: 

 
Most double-wall stove pipe comes with a 25 year warranty. Heavier steel gauge, along with the 

secondary outer-wall allows the double wall pipe to last much longer. 

Why Double Wall?: Double-walled stovepipe allows you to get much closer to any type fo 

combustible material than single wall. With 12” less clearance to combustibles and a hefty 

warranty, it’s clear why double wall is the way to go for most consumers. Because less heat is 

lost through natural exhaustion due to the second wall, the internal core keeps hot longer; 

creating a strong draft for a more efficient system. 
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What is “Triple Wall”? 

Triple-wall is an air-insulated chimney pipe used in high-temperature applications for most 

solid fuels. Although triple-wall normally carries the same warranty and reliability as its double-

walled counterpart; Triple-Wall is sometimes specified by local governments or code offices for 
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construction.  

As pictured below, in addition to the standard material/fiber insulation, the “Third Wall” consists 

of a thermal air barrier. This does not reduce the clearance to combustible materials, but rather 

keeps the internal core fiery hot to ensure good draft. 

 

Why Triple Wall?:  

Triple-wall might be required if: 

You are trying to match existing triple-wall pipe 

Triple-Wall is specified within your manufacturer installation instructions 

Want less radiant-heat and more draft. 
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